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hagen, the capital city of Denmark. He lived there by teaching
French, and at the same time avoiding no opportunity of im-
provement that his scanty funds could permit. But his ambition
was not to be restrained, or his thirst of knowledge to be satis-
fied, until he had seen the world. Without money, recommenda-
tions or friends, he undertook to set out upon his travels, and
make the tour of Europe on foot. A good voice and a trifling
skill in music were the only finances he had to support an under-
taking so extensive; so he travelled by day, and at night sung at
the door of peasants' houses to get himself a lodging. In this
manner while yet very young, Holberg passed through France,
Germany and Holland; and coming over to England, took up
his residence for two years in the University of Oxford. Here
he existed by teaching French and music, and wrote his universal
history, his earliest but worst performance. Furnished with all
the learning of Europe, he at last thought proper to return to
Copenhagen, where his ingenious productions quickly gained
him that favour he deserved. He composed not less than eighteen
comedies. Those in his own language are said to excel, and those
which are translated into French have peculiar merit He was
honoured with nobility and enriched by the bounty of the Kong;
so that a life begun in contempt and penury ended in opulence
and esteem.1
William Cockerill, the founder of the great ironworks of
Liege, was a Lancashire man, born of poor parents at Hasling-
ton in 1759. He was set to work in a cotton-mill, but soon
found that he had more inventive capacity and more energy
than were; needed just to attend to a * flying shuttle/ He found
means to go off in 1794 to Russia, where the enlightened
Empress Catherine II was always ready to employ men of
talent, whether they were natives or foreigners. Unfortunately
for Cockerill the Empress died in 1796, and the ups and downs
of Court life under a despotism resulted in violent changes
of administration tinder the rule of the ' mad ' Tsar Paul.
Cockerill was put in prison, but managed to escape to Sweden.
There he found employment under the Government on the
work of constructing canal-locks. He wanted to introduce the
1 An Enquiry into the Present State of Polite Learning, Chapter VI.